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Dear ladies and gentlemen,

The topics for panel discussion and short time for presentation allow only a general response giving with the most important issues.
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Situation in Slovakia

In 2006 the parliamentary election took place in Slovakia. The new government is composed of socialist and nationally oriented parties and has made its good programme declaration based partially on continuity with last government policy. Slovakia’s economy has recorded growth.  Equal tax of 19 % and a whole series of reforms of the previous government contributed to the fact that foreign investments come to Slovakia, especially in automobile industry. 

[image: image3.emf]29. 1. 2007

29. 1. 2007

3

3

„

„

Building

Building

Information

Information

Society

Society

“

“

Operational

Operational

Programme

Programme

•

•

Approved by new government in 2006 

Approved by new government in 2006 

•

•

Programme

Programme

’

’

s

s

priorities:

priorities:

–

–

Implementation of ICT in public administration and electronic 

Implementation of ICT in public administration and electronic 

services (695 166

services (695 166

783 

783 

€

€

)

)

–

–

Development of heritage institutions and their infrastructure 

Development of heritage institutions and their infrastructure 

(163 568

(163 568

655 

655 

€

€

) 

) 

–

–

Broadband Internet (260 228

Broadband Internet (260 228

383 

383 

€

€

)

)

–

–

Technical assistance (36 919

Technical assistance (36 919

782 

782 

€

€

)

)

•

•

Total budget 

Total budget 

1.17 billion euro

1.17 billion euro

•

•

Libraries, museums, galleries and archives are among priorities

Libraries, museums, galleries and archives are among priorities

•

•

The allocated fund

The allocated fund

ing

ing

will start up implementation of ICT in 

will start up implementation of ICT in 

culture

culture

•

•

Mediating body 

Mediating body 

–

–

Ministry of Culture

Ministry of Culture

•

•

Board for ICT Implementation in Culture as the Minister of 

Board for ICT Implementation in Culture as the Minister of 

Culture

Culture

’

’

s advisory body

s advisory body


The Information Society Operational Programme approved by the new Slovak Government in December 2006 is significant for implementation of ICT and making use of content. The full text is available at http://www.rokovania.sk/appl/material.nsf/Program?OpenView&23-2006
1. What are the priorities of the Operational Programme?

2. Implementation of ICT in public administration and electronic services (695 166 783 €)

3. Development of heritage institutions and their infrastructure (163 568 655 €) 

4. Broadband Internet (260 228 383 €)

5. Technical assistance (36 919 782 €)

Total budget for the Information Society Operational Programme is app. 1.17 billion euro. Libraries, museums, galleries and archives are among the priorities, which is a success for the cultural heritage sector. 

So far, culture and education have not been included among the society’s priorities. The allocated funds will enable starting up deployment of technology, production and presentation of related content. 

In the area of culture, the Programme Declaration corresponds with the priorities of the Information Society Operational Programme and regional development policies in Slovakia.

The competences of mediator will pertain to the Ministry of Culture and the Board for Implementing ICT in Culture as the Minister of Culture's advisory body.

National strategy
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In the area of digitisation so far there is no national strategy for cultural content and many initiatives are fragmented. There is still no solution to fundamental issues of interoperability among institutions and the information systems of libraries, museums, galleries, monuments and archives, as well as that of interoperability among heritage institutions sector and the sectors of science and education. No special funding has been allocated to digitisation and the use of digital content. In comparison with e.g. the Czech Republic and other European countries, there are only small digitisation projects, such individual collections, on-demand digitisation etc. or projects based on enthusiasm of individuals. 

The fact that Slovakia is left behind in digitisation has helped us to learn from other countries’ experience. Presently, we strive to elaborate a national strategy for digitisation and presentation of cultural, scientific and intellectual content. Pragmatic priorities of the national strategy are described in the Information Society Operational Programme.

[image: image5.emf]29. 1. 2007

29. 1. 2007

5

5

National

National

digitisation

digitisation

programme

programme

•

•

All areas of cultural property, all types of 

All areas of cultural property, all types of 

„

„

heritage

heritage

“

“

under 

under 

HEREIN 

HEREIN 

•

•

Coordination of the use of public resources for 

Coordination of the use of public resources for 

digitisation

digitisation

•

•

Programme

Programme

is open for 

is open for 

cooperation of public and private 

cooperation of public and private 

sector

sector

•

•

Programme

Programme

+ partial 

+ partial 

special projects

special projects

•

•

The 

The 

Slovak Digital Library 

Slovak Digital Library 

project

project

•

•

Business with cultural content not developed

Business with cultural content not developed

•

•

Partnership with private sector, especially

Partnership with private sector, especially

with 

with 

publishers, 

publishers, 

booksellers,

booksellers,

IT and e

IT and e

-

-

Commerce companies

Commerce companies


We make efforts so that digitisation and presentation of cultural content be approved by the Government as a national digitisation programme. This programme would include all areas of cultural property and all kinds of heritage as expressed by the Council of Europe’s thesaurus HEREIN (which defines about 20 types of „heritage“). 

Preparation of the national digitisation programme in Slovakia is possible and useful due to the fact that the country is quite small (5.5 million inhabitants) and that coordination of the use of public resources for digitisation is justified especially in order to prevent duplicate digitisation actions.  

The programme will open possibilities for cooperation of public and private sector. From practical viewpoint the national digitisation programme will be include partial special projects for the areas of libraries, museums, monuments, archives, film, theatre, folk arts, music, radio, television, scientific and qualification works etc.

The Slovak National Library has submitted a proposal of the Slovak Digital Library project which seems to be the best prepared plan from all other proposals. The infrastructure for the Slovak digital library will be built in 2007-2008. 

At present, business with cultural content is not very developed in Slovakia. It is assumed that business models will be outlined in specialized digitisation projects. In association with digitisation partnerships with the private sector will be realised, especially with publishers, booksellers, IT and eCommerce companies. The Slovak National Library, for example, considers that the management of the Slovak Digital Library can be handed over to the private sector. 

Challenges
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In my opinion the following challenges are most important: 

1. Mass digitisation of printed Slovak materials within the Slovak Digital Library project

2. Cooperation and interoperability of heritage institutions and systems

3. User-oriented digitisation and making access to digital content

4. Development of business with cultural content

5. Research and development in heritage institutions and their cooperation with academic sector in research

6. Interaction with the business sector in developing services, as well as with science, research and development

7. Integration of technological digitisation processes with analogue preservation measures (microfilming, conservation and restoration of items)

8. Realisation of projects that are briefly described in the brochures.

An efficient response to these challenges and other issues leads through good cooperation on national and international level. 
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Dear ladies and gentlemen,

The topics for panel discussion and short time for presentation allow only a general response giving with the most important issues.
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Situation in Slovakia

In 2006 the parliamentary election took place in Slovakia. The new government is composed of socialist and nationally oriented parties and has made its good programme declaration based partially on continuity with last government policy. Slovakia’s economy has recorded growth.  Equal tax of 19 % and a whole series of reforms of the previous government contributed to the fact that foreign investments come to Slovakia, especially in automobile industry. 
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The Information Society Operational Programme approved by the new Slovak Government in December 2006 is significant for implementation of ICT and making use of content. The full text is available at http://www.rokovania.sk/appl/material.nsf/Program?OpenView&23-2006
6. What are the priorities of the Operational Programme?

7. Implementation of ICT in public administration and electronic services (695 166 783 €)

8. Development of heritage institutions and their infrastructure (163 568 655 €) 

9. Broadband Internet (260 228 383 €)

10. Technical assistance (36 919 782 €)

Total budget for the Information Society Operational Programme is app. 1.17 billion euro. Libraries, museums, galleries and archives are among the priorities, which is a success for the cultural heritage sector. 

So far, culture and education have not been included among the society’s priorities. The allocated funds will enable starting up deployment of technology, production and presentation of related content. 

In the area of culture, the Programme Declaration corresponds with the priorities of the Information Society Operational Programme and regional development policies in Slovakia.

The competences of mediator will pertain to the Ministry of Culture and the Board for Implementing ICT in Culture as the Minister of Culture's advisory body.
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In the area of digitisation so far there is no national strategy for cultural content and many initiatives are fragmented. There is still no solution to fundamental issues of interoperability among institutions and the information systems of libraries, museums, galleries, monuments and archives, as well as that of interoperability among heritage institutions sector and the sectors of science and education. No special funding has been allocated to digitisation and the use of digital content. In comparison with e.g. the Czech Republic and other European countries, there are only small digitisation projects, such individual collections, on-demand digitisation etc. or projects based on enthusiasm of individuals. 

The fact that Slovakia is left behind in digitisation has helped us to learn from other countries’ experience. Presently, we strive to elaborate a national strategy for digitisation and presentation of cultural, scientific and intellectual content. Pragmatic priorities of the national strategy are described in the Information Society Operational Programme.
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We make efforts so that digitisation and presentation of cultural content be approved by the Government as a national digitisation programme. This programme would include all areas of cultural property and all kinds of heritage as expressed by the Council of Europe’s thesaurus HEREIN (which defines about 20 types of „heritage“). 

Preparation of the national digitisation programme in Slovakia is possible and useful due to the fact that the country is quite small (5.5 million inhabitants) and that coordination of the use of public resources for digitisation is justified especially in order to prevent duplicate digitisation actions.  

The programme will open possibilities for cooperation of public and private sector. From practical viewpoint the national digitisation programme will be include partial special projects for the areas of libraries, museums, monuments, archives, film, theatre, folk arts, music, radio, television, scientific and qualification works etc.

The Slovak National Library has submitted a proposal of the Slovak Digital Library project which seems to be the best prepared plan from all other proposals. The infrastructure for the Slovak digital library will be built in 2007-2008. 

At present, business with cultural content is not very developed in Slovakia. It is assumed that business models will be outlined in specialized digitisation projects. In association with digitisation partnerships with the private sector will be realised, especially with publishers, booksellers, IT and eCommerce companies. The Slovak National Library, for example, considers that the management of the Slovak Digital Library can be handed over to the private sector. 
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In my opinion the following challenges are most important: 

9. Mass digitisation of printed Slovak materials within the Slovak Digital Library project

10. Cooperation and interoperability of heritage institutions and systems

11. User-oriented digitisation and making access to digital content

12. Development of business with cultural content

13. Research and development in heritage institutions and their cooperation with academic sector in research

14. Interaction with the business sector in developing services, as well as with science, research and development

15. Integration of technological digitisation processes with analogue preservation measures (microfilming, conservation and restoration of items)

16. Realisation of projects that are briefly described in the brochures.

An efficient response to these challenges and other issues leads through good cooperation on national and international level. 
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